
Welcome to the Summer edition of the
Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Comberton and Gamlingay Loc ality 
Newsletter

Message from Anna O’Leary 

I’m pleased to introduce this newsletter as your permanent Locality Manager 
having recently been appointed to the post (having been Acting since last 
October).  In this edition you can find out more about the development of our 
three newest Children’s Centres, our forthcoming Anti-Bullying Conference and 
some very positive work led by young people on changing the sometimes 
negative views of young people that can develop.  We also look forward to the 
summer with a programme of activities for Children’s Centres and Youth Work. 

The Locality Partnership continues to develop and support us in steering the 
work for children in the Locality.  We have met with colleagues from Special 
Educational Needs and Children’s Mental Health Services recently and this has 
increased mutual understanding and suggested areas where we could usefully work better together. 

You will no doubt be aware of the current financial pressures and political changes nationally and the 
likely impact locally.  Although there is still some uncertainty it is clear that Children’s Services (and 
many other agencies) will need to move towards more targeted services.  The full impact on all 
Locality services is not yet entirely clear but we already know that significant savings will need to be 
made in Connexions and Youth Work.  There will be opportunities for partners to contribute to 
discussions at a local and area level as we start to develop some ideas around the detail.  Although 
this will be a difficult and unsettling time for many, it will be important that we continue to focus on the 
needs of individual children and families and will make collaboration and joint working with families, 
communities and other agencies more important than ever. 

On that note, in the Autumn one of our main areas of work will be to implement the new Common 
Assessment Framework (CAF) and Locality Allocation and Review Meeting (LARM) process with 
partners across the Locality. Single Agency Referral Forms (SARFs) will be withdrawn and multi-
agency LARMs for 0-19 year olds will be held regularly in the Locality.  You can find more details at 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/caf/.  From September we will be preparing for full implementation 
(building on the secondary LARM we have already successfully established) which will be from 
January 2011 following two one day training sessions on 14 and 16 December 2010 which are 
designed for all agencies.

I hope that you all have a good Summer.  Please do contact me with any queries or feedback.   

Best Wishes Anna 
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Coming and Goings: 

Warm Welcome to: 
Karen Burt the new Family Involvement Worker for the in Stepping Stones Children’s Centre 
Bassingbourn and Gamlingay. 

Karen Rawlings the new Family Involvement Worker for Pippin’s Children’s Centre in Melbourn. 

Ellen Stepney the new Family Involvement Worker covering both the Cambourne and the Little 
Footsteps Children’s Centre in Caldecote. 

Anna Hines the new Senior Family Involvement Worker for the Little Footsteps Children’s Centre in 
Caldecote.  You can read more about what Anna does in the ‘Who we are and what we do’ section of 
this newsletter.

Welcome back to Stef Barker who has returned from 6 months of maternity leave. Stef will be 
continuing her role as a Parent Support Adviser on a part time basis.

A sad farewell to Michelle Freeman, Parent Support Adviser, who will be leaving us in July.  We wish 
her well.  We anticipate her replacement starting over the summer. 

Some of the team – Back Row : (left 
to right): Linda Henderson, Michelle 
Link, Stef Barker, Sarah Dixon, Scott 
Leger, Ruth Gladstone and Dave 
Watts.
Middle Row  (left to right): Sarah-
Anne Finkenrath, Sian Nixon, 
Amanda Silvester, Ellen Stepney and 
Diana Cook. 
Front Row  (left to right): Clare 
Merrington, Anna O’Leary, Sharon 
Wattley, Anna Hines and Karen 
Stephenson.
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The members of Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Comberton an d Gamlingay 
Locality Team are: 
Name Role Number 
Anna O’Leary Locality Manager 01954 286010 

Karen Stephenson Business Support Assistant 01954 286012 

Helen Ashcroft Parent Support Adviser 01954 286001 

Stef Barker Parent Support Adviser  01954 286002 

Position to be filled shortly Parent Support Adviser 

Sarah-Anne Finkenrath Education Welfare Officer 01954 286003 

Amanda Silvester Youth Work Coordinator 01954 286011 

Michelle Link Level 3 Youth Worker 01954 286007 

Diana Cook Level 3 Youth Worker 01223 264721 

Pat Piggott Level 3 Youth Worker 01763 246136 

Krysia Robinson Youth Administrator (Bassingbourn Village College) 01763 246136 

Lee Protheroe Youth Business Support Officer (Comberton Village College) 01223 264935 

Sharon Wattley Connexions Intensive Personal Adviser 01954 286015 

Sian Nixon Connexions Universal Personal Adviser 01954 286009 

Dave Watts In School Support Teacher 07795 291527 

Clare Merrington Student Support Officer 07770 990201 

Sarah Dixon Children’s Centre Manager Cambourne and Caldecote 01954 284670/ 

01954 211289 

Lucy Green  Business Support Assistant Cambourne CC 01954 284672 

Marteen Barker Business Support Assistant Little Footsteps CC 01954 211289 

Donna Balser Senior Family Involvement Worker Cambourne CC 01954 284672 

Judy Matupi Family Involvement Worker Cambourne CC 01954 284672 

Anna Hines Senior Family Involvement Worker Little Footsteps CC 01954 211289 

Ellen Stepney Family Involvement Worker Little Footsteps & Cambourne CC 

Linda Henderson Children’s Centre Manager Pippin’s and Stepping Stones CC 01763 242344 

(242) 

Dawn Hill Business Support Assistant Stepping Stones CC 01763 242344 

ext 242 

Scott Leger Business Support Assistant Pippin’s CC 01763 223407 

Ruth Gladstone Senior Family Involvement Worker Pippin’s CC 01763 242344 

ext 242/ 01763 

223407 

Karen Rawlings Family Involvement Worker Pippin’s CC 01763 223407 

Karen Burt Family Involvement Worker Stepping Stones CC 01763 242344 

ext 242 
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The team is based at BMCG Locality Office, Sackville House, Sackville Way, Cambourne, Cambridge 
CB23 6HL tel: 01954 286012 

And the Children’s Centres are based at

Cambourne Children’s Centre Cambourne Library at Sackville House tel: 01954 284672 
Little Footsteps  Children’s Centre, Caldecote Village Hall, Furlong Way, Highfields, Caldecote CB23 
7ZH tel: 01954 211289 
Stepping Stones Children’s Centre, Bassingbourn Village College, Youth and Community Wing, 
South End, Bassingbourn, Royston, Hertfordshire SG8 5NJ tel: 01763 242344 ext 242 
Pippin’s Children’s Centre, Melbourn Village College, The Moor, Melbourn, Royston, Hertfordshire, 
SG8 6EF tel: 01763 223407. 

The team can be contacted via the County Council email system e.g. 
anna.o’leary@cambridgeshire.gov.uk (just substitute the name of the person you want to contact). 

We Work Closely with: 

GPs and Health Centres South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Midwifes Young Lives
Heath Visitors Centre 33 
School Nurses Forward Gamlingay 
Extended Schools Cambourne Youth Partnership 
CAMH Early Years Settings 
Cambridgeshire Police Youth Offending Service 
Social Care Parish Councils 
Support for Learning Housing Associations 

We also work closely with the Head Teachers and Dep uty Head 
Teachers of the following schools  

Schools

  Barrington Primary 
  Barton Primary 
  Bassingbourn Primary  
  Bassingbourn Village College 
  Bourn Primary  
  Caldecote Primary 
  Comberton Village College 
  Coton Primary 
  Fowlmere Primary 
  Foxton Primary 
  Gamlingay First  
  Gamlingay Village College 
  Guilden Morden Primary 
  Hardwick Primary 

  Harston and Newton Primary 
  Haslingfield Primary 
  Hauxton Primary 
  Jeavons Wood Primary  
  Melbourn Primary 
  Melbourn Village College 
  Meldreth Primary 
  Meridian Primary 
  Monkfield Primary 
  Petersfield Primary 
  Steeple Morden Primary 
  Thriplow Primary 
  The Vine Inter-Church Primary  
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Who we are and what we do 

Anna Hines, Senior Family Involvement Worker – Little Footsteps Children’s 
Centre at Caldecote 
Soon to be CAF Champion and also works for the Family Group Meeting 
Service

I began working for the Children’s Centre in February this year. Previous to 
that I had worked as a Social Worker in child protection in Great Yarmouth 
and with looked after children in a residential therapeutic community. 

Little Footsteps Children’s Centre at Caldecote is still in its infancy and we 
are all really looking forward to the completion of our new building at Caldecote School in November. 
We hope that our Children’s Centre will be a friendly one-stop-shop for families with under fives in our 
reach community. We hope to provide fun play sessions as well as information on childcare, benefits 
and getting back to work. We have links with a health visiting team as well as a speech and language 
therapist and a sleep clinic. The Children’s Centre will also be offering some parenting programmes 

As well as offering groups in Caldecote, we will continue to offer outreach groups which are more 
accessible for some of our villages that are further from the Children’s Centre building. 

As the Senior Family Involvement Worker, I am also able to support families with under fives at home 
with concerns such as behaviour and sleep patterns, as well as provide advice to families of a range 
of subjects (such as local support groups, safety, benefits etc). I would also be happy to support 
families who are new to the area, families who are isolated and new mothers.  

You can speak to me by calling 01954 211289/284672 or by emailing the Children’s Centre at 
caldecotechildrenscentre@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. The Children’s Centre is also online at 
www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk

If you wish to make a referral to me for some additional support at home, please contact me either by 
phone or email. Referrals from professionals can be made via a CAF form. 

What’s been happening in the Locality? 

Cambourne Network Event 
In discussion with Primary Heads and others in Cambourne we identified that there have been a 
number of changes to personnel and services in Cambourne of late as well as some changes in the 
needs of the community.  In addition we felt that in a time of reduced resources there was a need to 
re-connect all those working in Cambourne, make the best use of existing resources and to potentially 
work together on joint projects. 

We decided to hold an initial event in June at the Vine School Family Centre.  The event was very well 
attended with lots of different agencies involved.  The agenda focused on getting to know more about 
each other and our services and areas where we could work together.  This led to some interesting 
conversations about what we all like about Cambourne and some potential collaborations for the 
future.

Feedback was that the event had been helpful and that attendees would like future events 
approximately half termly at varying times and locations to include those in the voluntary sector also.  
We will shortly be publishing a programme for the next year, the intention being to have time at each 
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event to share current challenges and a relevant speaker at each event.  All working in Cambourne 
are welcome as are any ideas for topics you would like covered.  Please contact Anna O'Leary, 
Locality Manager if you are interested on anna.o'leary@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 01954 286010. 

Gamlingay Forum Meetings 
For some time the Locality has supported a multi-agency meeting in Gamlingay so that those working 
in the area in relation to children and young people can get together and share information and jointly 
tackle any issues that arise.  There are particular challenges in Gamlingay in relation to working 
across county borders and it has been very beneficial to have some time to focus on the needs 
locally.

As a result of the changes proposed around the Locality Allocation and Review Meetings (LARMs) as 
part of the Common Assessment Framework (CAF) review we have recently updated the purpose and 
membership of the group.  We now meet termly in order to share information on developments and 
services for children, young people (and their families) in Gamlingay and to work together to identify 
any issues in Gamlingay and develop joint responses. 

Where relevant the group links back to the Locality Partnership via the Locality Manager. 

All working in Gamlingay are welcome - please contact Anna O'Leary, Locality Manager if you are 
interested on anna.o'leary@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or 01954 286010. 

Melbourn Youth Club
A group of young people from Melbourn Youth Club has been working 
with other young people from across South Cambridgeshire to plan 
this year’s Cambridgeshire Young People’s Celebration Event. 
The event, held this year on 9 April at Comberton Leisure, is held to 
celebrate the achievement of young people throughout 
Cambridgeshire, recognising the hard work that young people do in a 
range of youth projects, activities and clubs.

The young people involved in planning this year’s event have worked 
tirelessly, with the support of youth workers from across South 
Cambridgeshire, to organise the event, including arranging entertainment from a range of live acts 
throughout the evening and into the night. 
Alongside planning the event the young people have also worked hard to raise money for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust through a range of activities, including selling handmade jewellery and cakes 
at Melbourn Village College. 

The young people also took part in a sponsored five mile walk from Comberton to Cambridge in aid of 
the charity, which aims to support children and young people with cancer. 
The photographs show the young people during the walk, which took place on 28 March. All involved 
had a fantastic day, ending with a picnic in the park to celebrate their achievements.

Cambourne Graffiti 
A group of young people from Cambourne have been involved in a 
project to redevelop Cambourne Skate Park. 
The project, which began at Cambourne Youth Club, was inspired by 
young people who have had enough of the state the skate park was in. 
The young people have worked with artists from Cambridge based Sin 
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Cru to design a piece of urban art to cover up the current graffiti and make the skate park more 
attractive and welcoming. 
The artist worked with young people over four sessions at the youth club, and supported the group to 
create the design ‘Something out of Nothing’ to symbolise the growth of the community from its 
beginning. 
The project was completed on 5 June, when youth workers from the County Council and Cambourne 
Youth Partnership, alongside artists from Sin Cru, met with young people to help them make their 
designs reality and transfer their work onto the skate ramps. 
Young people of all ages have been involved in the project, which has been funded through Arts 
Mash, a project led by Start Arts. The result has left the skate park looking fantastic and a much nicer 
place for children and young people to come and visit. 
The skate park will play a key role in this year’s Cambourne Youth Festival, on 10 July, as a team of 
BMX riders put on a display on the newly painted jumps. 

Melbourn Area 
Young people in Melbourn have been working hard to 
make positive changes in their local community by taking 
part in a project to rejuvenate areas of Vicarage Close. 
The area has experienced issues with anti-social 
behaviour in the past, and local young people are striving 
to change the negative image of young people that has at 
times been portrayed because of this. 
The project, which the young people have led with 
support from student support advisor Clare Merrington 
and youth worker Michelle Link, has led to a range of new 
plants being put in to make the area look more attractive 

for residents. 
The project has been supported by Melbourn possible 
solutions group and also Phillimore Garden Centre, who 
helped not only with the selection of the plants, but lent 
their time to teach young people more about gardening on 
the day. 
The young people involved hope that the project will 
portray the young people of Melbourn in a positive light 
and show the fantastic contribution that they are making 
to the community. 
All of the young people involved attend Melbourn Village 
College, who have been very supportive of the project.

Bassingbourn Youth Club (Monday evenings) 
The Youth Club is well attended and offers a variety of activities including sport, cooking, dressmaking 
and various other projects.  The Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) visit on a regular basis 
offering the opportunity for young people to get to both know and trust them.  This gives them the 
confidence to either approach them for support or give information. 

Periodically we decide on a project and will hold various fund raising events.  This year we ran a mile 
for Sport Relief.  Throughout the year we hold small raffles and have cake stalls in an effort to raise 
money for the over 60s Christmas lunch, which is totally young people led.  At the moment the youth 
club is heavily involved in the Memphis Belle project, which has come about as a result of a lottery 
grant.
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Young people are encouraged to respect their village with emphasis put on the need for realising the 
effect that vandalism has in the long term.  There is a wide range of holiday activities on offer for 
young people. 

Gamlingay Youth Club (Thursday evenings) 
Gamlingay Youth Club is thriving. At present the group is heavily involved in creating a film along the 
theme of how young people cope in dangerous situations.  The script has been produced by the youth 
members.  New members from the junior club are joining the senior club, taking an active role in an 
effort to offer them an introduction into the senior club. 

The club recently put together a bid to help with the funding of the ‘eco hub’ which is needed as the 
youth club would benefit from its own venue in order to offer young people more opportunities.

New Children’s Centres

Pippins and Stepping Stones Children’s Centres are now open and operating from temporary 
premises on the Melbourn and Bassingbourn Village College sites. Linda Henderson is the Manager 
with Ruth Gladstone as the Senior Family Involvement Worker across the two sites.  

Pippins, covering Melbourn and the 13 surrounding villages, is also staffed by Scott Leger, Business 
Support Assistant (BSA) and Karen Rawlings, Family Involvement Worker (FIW).  Activities up and 
running include a popular Toy Library and play session, Bumps to Babies with Breastfeeding and 
Feeding Matters Support, Baby Massage Classes, and the Midwife carrying out her postnatal and 
antenatal appointments from the Centre on Fridays. Messy play sessions are in the pipeline and we 
had a Road Safety activity day in June as part of Child Safety Week, and a Family Learning fun day 
planned for October. 

Stepping Stones, which covers Bassingbourn, Gamlingay and the 15 surrounding villages, has Dawn 
Hill (BSA) and Karen Burt (FIW). Currently we have Bumps to Babies groups with Breastfeeding 
Support and Baby Clinics with the Health Visiting team operating in both Bassingbourn and 
Gamlingay and we plan to have baby massage and walk and talk groups running soon. 

We are currently consulting with the communities and as part of this plan to hold a series of outside 
picnics with activities for under 5s and their families in the various villages over the summer. 

For details of our activities and all services available please contact us on 01763 223 407 (Pippins) or 
01763 242344 Ext: 242 (Stepping Stones) or look on our website at 
www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk and then either choose the Melbourn or Bassingbourn 
icons.

CABMAG Cluster Extended Services Careers Convention  by Ann Jones 

The main object of the day was to raise aspirations and help contribute to increased motivation and 
economic well-being for year 5 pupils.  
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The project aims were: to enable children to thrive, achieve their potential and improve their quality of 
life/ to enhance young people’s optimism and aspiration/ to develop an understanding of the 
connection between school and the world of work and to broaden horizons and expose the children to 
options other than the ones that they commonly hear about or see.

Involved on the day were Melbourn, Barrington, Fowlmere, Foxton, Harston and Newton, Hauxton, 
Meldreth and Thriplow primary schools, CABMAG extended schools, Sagentia, Local Hairdresser, 
Astronomers, Napp Pharmaceuticals, Cambridge University, Local Driving Instructor, Neuro 
Physiotherapist, Local Councillor, Banking, Open University, Research Scientist, Police, Duxford Air 
Museum, TV Junction, Vicar, MLM Building Services, Anglia Ruskin University, Zookeeper and 
Accountant. 

Prior to the event, and as part of the PSHE curriculum, the children carried out preparatory work which 
involved: 

  looking at jobs from 1910 to present day and the significant changes that have happened 
  the choices that they have to make already and what they will have to think about in the future 
  looking at their personalities and how that might influence what they might choose for a career 

Approximately 150 children attended the event.  The day was divided into one hour sessions with 
groups of up to 30 children attending each session. A workbook was given to each child with activities 
to do before the event, during the event and after the event.  Activities included: ‘who am I and what 
do I enjoy?’ ‘Thinking ahead’ and ‘learning and work’ 

The work book included information and brief details of the exhibitors, questions for the children to ask 
at the event and at the end of the booklet there was a section to complete once back at school. 

The sessions were well received and the children were focused and engaged during the day. Children 
were very enthusiastic and inquisitive to find out the most they could from all the exhibitors.

Comments overheard on the day: 

What qualifications do you need to become a zookeeper? 
Did you have to go to University to be a scientist? 
I really want to be an engineer (female pupil) 
I want to be an astronaut, the lady who is on the astronomy stand is going to be an astronaut. (female 
pupil)

Comments about the day: 

‘Thank you for organising such a relaxed, enjoyable and fruitful day. The relaxed atmosphere with 
small numbers of children meant that they could take their time to see what was on offer from the wide 
variety of exhibitors you had organised. An excellent event which we would be happy to support again
Just wanted to say thank you to both of you for all your hard work relating to the Year 5 Careers 
Convention’. (NAPP Pharmaceuticals) 
‘I thought it was a huge success which I measured on the reactions of our Year 5s. They came out 
totally buzzing and wanting to go back again at a later date! Whilst filling in the booklets they had 
seemed unmotivated but once they got to the convention they soon interacted and I feel they got so 
much out of it, which we can follow up on after half term’ (Class Teacher). 

‘I really liked it, it showed me what it’s like to work, I think I know what I am going to be – an engineer’. 
(Tasha, year 5 student) ‘Coming to the Careers Convention was not a waste of time because I have 
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found more jobs that I might want to be when I am older’ (year 5 student) ’I really want to go to 
University now’ (year 5 student) 

The only negative feedback on the day is that students would have liked a bit longer at the event. 

There will be an event in the Autumn term for the same group of students. The cluster will hold an 
Enterprise Day to complement the Careers Day. 

Learning to Learn Conference – Autumn Term 2009 by Ann Jones 

Approximately 150 year 6 children from the eight primary schools in the Melbourn Cluster assembled 
in the auditorium at Duxford Air Museum and listened to an inspirational speech from Gordon Jeyes, 
Executive Director, Children and Young People’s Services.
‘Belbin Associates’ a company based just outside Cambridge who provide training and consultancy to 
organisations using the Belbin approach to working in teams led a presentation. The children learnt 
about the nine Belbin team roles and how each team role has particular strengths and allowable 
weaknesses. The children split into groups and explored through interactive games and exercises; 
how to individually contribute the most to a team, gaining a language to help communicate effectively, 
and how relationships are formed between the different roles. Each group gave a presentation of their 
work which had resulted from the tasks they had been given.
After break there was an interactive discussion led by Judith Dickens, Headteacher at Meldreth 
Primary school.  They discussed how different people learn and the different ways in which people 
learn as well as what stops a person from learning and what tools help people to learn.  The children 
were given worksheets to complete once back at school. 

The children were treated to a buffet lunch which was followed by a play performed by ‘Playright 
Theatre Company’ who offer theatre in education to schools nationwide. The play was based on 
transition and the move from primary to secondary school.  The actors were interactive with the 
children and discussed the concerns and fears that children have when moving up to Secondary and 
how their learning becomes more their responsibility. The children considered the exciting new 
opportunities that they would soon face going to secondary school.

At the end of the conference Peter Halford, Education Officer at Duxford, gave an excellent 
presentation about the ‘Spark Plug’.  He traced its history from qualifications needed by the person 
who had invented it through to its development and its function.  Links were made to the previous 
workshops.

Comments from the children 
‘I liked the play because it was a fun way of showing the 3Rs’. 
‘I liked the man at the end because I like talking about engineering’. 
‘I enjoyed watching the videos about team workers, plant, shapers and all the others’. 
‘I enjoyed meeting people because you would get to know them if you were getting to see them in 
secondary school, you can mingle maybe’. 
‘I enjoyed the activities, filling in the teamwork plan’. 
‘It made me look like an adult’. 
‘The team work exercises because we were with different schools making new friends’. 
‘The story Gordon gave, it was interesting and silly’. 

If you would like further details about these articles or anything else to do with Extended schools then 
contact Ann Jones  via email extendedschools@comberton.cambs.sch.uk or on 01223 262503. 
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What’s on in the Cambourne Children’s Centre? 

We have now begun to use our newly refurbished room at Monkfield Care & Learning Centre, School 
Lane, Great Cambourne, CB23 5AX and we have received some encouraging positive comments on 
how the room looks and the new toys and equipment we have there. Please note that Feeding 
Matters has now moved over to our room at Monkfield  Care & Learning Centre.  It remains at the 
same time 11:00 am – 1:00 pm on Tuesdays. To coincide with the opening of our new room we have 
revamped the style of our What’s On. Please come and collect one from our office at Sackville House 
or request one to be sent by post or email. 

English as Another Language 
Is English your second language? Would you like to provide support and a warm welcome to new 
residents in Cambourne by offering to be their ‘buddy’ while they settle into life here? If so, please 
would you register your interest with Cambourne Children's Centre so that we could contact you when 
someone new moves here and would like some help finding out about their surroundings. We would 
take note of your name, phone number or email address and which languages you can speak. When 
we have an enquiry from a new resident we would contact you if their first language matches one of 
those that you have given and pass on their contact details. Please contact us on 01954 284672 or 
email: cambournechildrenscentre@cambridgeshire.gov.uk if you can give some time for your new 
neighbours. 

Paediatric First Aid Course & Physical Play Day 
In recent weeks Cambourne Children's Centre have held a Paediatric First Aid course for parents and 
carers at Bourn Village Hall which was booked up before it had even been advertised formally! Due to 
demand, and in addition to the course which will be running in July, we will be holding a further three 
First Aid courses between September 2010 and March 2011. At the end of May Cambourne 
Children's Centre ran a Physical Play Day in partnership with local primary schools as part of a week 
of Change 4 Life activities.  We had a Big Indoor Picnic in celebration of National Family Week. Both 
activities were held at our newly refurbished room at Monkfield Care & Learning Centre. They were 
well attended and we had some good weather so we were able to use the outside space as well. In 
fact, the Indoor Picnic became an Outdoor Picnic! We are currently planning our Summer Programme 
of activities which will include activities such as, Parachute Fun, Nature Walks and Water Play in 
various locations in Cambourne and the surrounding villages so look out for the posters coming soon. 

Day  Time Name Details Charge
Monday 1:30-2:40

pm
Stay & Play The Vine Family Centre - A variety of activities for 

children aged between 2 ½ - 5 years old. 
FREE

Tuesday 11:00 am-
1:00 pm

Feeding
Matters  

Cambourne Children's Centre Room at Monkfield 
Care & Learning Centre. 

FREE

Wednesday 10:30-
11:30 am 

New
Walkers

The Vine Family Centre - A variety of activities for 
children new to cruising to 2 ½ years old. 

FREE

Thursday 1:15-2:30
pm

Bumps to 
Babies

The Vine Family Centre. Suitable for expectant 
parents and newborns until mobile. 

FREE

Friday What would you like to see happening on a 
Friday? Please send in your suggestions and 
comments.
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Summer Activities Programme 
Cambourne Children’s Centre will be running activity sessions for children aged 0-5 and their families 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
PARACHUTE FUN 
Eltisley Cricket Pavilion 
On 26/07/10
10:00-11:00am

CAMBOURNE 
FAMILY
FUN SESSION 
The Hub Cambourne
On 28/07/10 
10:00am-12:00 noon 

BEACH DAY 
Bourn Village Hall 
On 30/07/10
10:30-11:30am
Children to bring a hat 
with them

GARDEN FUN 
Caxton Village 
Hall
On 03/08/10
9:30- 10:30am

GARDEN FUN 
Eltisley Cricket 
Pavilion
On 04/08/10
9:30-10:30am

MAKING A HEALTHY 
PICNIC
Cambourne Children's 
Centre Room 
On 06/08/10
12:15-1:30pm

MAKE LUNCH & 
WATER PLAY 
Cambourne Children’s 
Centre Room 
On 09/08/10
12:30-1:30pm

MAKE LUNCH &  
WATER PLAY 
Bourn Village Hall 
On 11/08/10
12:30-1:30pm

MESSY PAINTING 
Eltisley Cricket Pavilion 
On 13/08/10
10:00-11:00am

OUTDOOR FUN 
Eltisley Cricket Pavilion 
On 16/08/10
10:00-11:30am

NATURE WALK &  
BUGGY
HIKE – meet at park
opposite Cambourne 
Children's Centre 
Room
On 18/08/10
3:00-4:30pm

MUSIC & TREASURE 
BASKETS 
Caxton Village Hall 
On 20/08/10
1:00-2:00pm

FAMILY FUN SESSION 
at Great Cambourne Rec 
On 23/08/10
10:00 am-12:00 noon
This session is for 0-10 
years

NATURE WALK  
Caxton Village Hall 
On 25/08/10
10:00-11:30am

TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 
Cambourne Children's 
Centre Room 
On 27/08/10
12:00-1:30pm
Bring a Teddy Bear & 
Packed lunch

What’s on in the Little Footsteps Children’s Centre  (Caldecote)? 

We will be running activity sessions for children aged 0-5 and their families – please note there will be 
no session if it is raining. 
Date Place Time
Monday 26 July Hardwick Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Thursday 29 July Barton Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Monday 2 August Caldecote Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Thursday 5 August Grantchester Park (Stulpfield Road) 1.30pm – 3pm 
Monday 9 August Eversden Recreation Ground 10am – 11.30am 
Thursday 12 August Haslingfield Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Tuesday 17 August Madingley Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Thursday 19 August Comberton Recreation Ground 10am – 11.30am 
Tuesday 24 August Coton Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
Wednesday 25 August Toft Park 1.30pm – 3pm 
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We understand that older children may need to attend due to childcare. Please remember that the 
session is for under 5s and parents are responsible for their own children. 

What’s on in the Pippin’s and Stepping stones Child ren’s Centres?

Week
Commencing MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

26 27 28 29 30

26 July HARSTON
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

ARRINGTON 
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

2 3 4 5 6

2 August 
GUILDEN
MORDEN
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

9 10 11 12 13

9 August MELDRETH 
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

LONGSTOWE
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

GREAT
CHISHILL
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

16 17 18 19 2

16 August LITLINGTON
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

GAMLINGAY
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

SHEPRETH 
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

FOXTON
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

23 24 25 26 27

23 August ORWELL
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

WHADDON 
Teddy Bears 
Picnic

All picnics to take place on the village recreation  grounds between 10.30am and 12.30pm
In case of bad weather please contact 01763 223407 or check 

www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk  and select Melbourn or Bassingbourn

Weekly 
Activities

Bumps2Babies 
@

Bassingbourn

Bumps2Babies
@ Gamlingay 

Baby Clinics 
@ Bass & 
Gamlingay
(Alternate
Weeks)

Baby Massage 
&

Bumps2Babies 
@ Melbourn 

What’s on at Youth Clubs in the Locality?

Youth Clubs will be closed over the summer please s ee below for the Summer activities 
timetable.

Youth Clubs 

BASSINGBOURN YOUTH CLUB
Location: Bassingbourn Youth Centre 
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Time: Monday 5.30 pm – 9.00 pm 
Description: A youth session with the use of the Sports Centre to play team sports such as football 
and basketball. 
Contact:  Pat Piggott 01763 246136

CAMBOURNE JUNIORS CLUB 
Location: Cambourne Soul, Back Lane, Cambourne 
Time: Wednesday 5.pm – 6.30pm for school years 7 & 8
Description: A youth session for ages 11-16.  Programme of activities for young people each term, 
including cooking, trips, visits from health professionals, healthy snacks and drinks, use of internet 
room, pool, table football and music channels.  
Contact: Michelle Link 07833 481527

CAMBOURNE SENIORS CLUB 
Location: Cambourne Soul, Back Lane, Cambourne 
Time: Wednesday 6.45pm – 8.45pm school years 9 +
Description: A youth session for ages 11-16.  Programme of activities for young people each term, 
including cooking, trips, visits from health professionals, healthy snacks and drinks, use of internet 
room, pool, table football and music channels.  
Contact: Michelle Link 07833 481527

COMBERTON YOUTH CLUB  
Location: Comberton Youth Centre 
Time: 6.45pm-8.45pm
Description: A youth session for young people aged 11+. Programme of activities set by young 
people each term, including pool, table tennis, sports and art and craft activities. 
Contact: Amanda Silvester 01954 286011 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB 
Location: WI Hall, Gamlingay 
Time: Thursday 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm 
Description: A youth session for ages 13 – 19.  Programme of activities set by young people each 
term, including cooking, trips and visits from health professionals. 
Contact: Michelle Link 07833 481527

GREAT CHISHILL YOUTH CLUB 
Location: Cricket Pavilion, Great Chishill 
Time: Tuesday 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm 
Description: A youth session for ages 11 – 19.  Programme of activities set by young people each 
term, including cooking, trips and visits from health professionals and sports 
Contact: Amanda Silvester 01954 286011 

MELBOURN YOUTH CLUB
Location: Melbourn Youth Centre 
Time: Tuesday 7.30 pm – 9.15 pm 
Description: A youth session for ages 13-19. Programme of activities set by young people each term, 
including pool, table tennis, sports and art and craft activities.  
Contact: Michelle Link 07833 481527 

SHEPRETH YOUTH CLUB 
Location: Shepreth Village Hall 
Time: Every other Tuesday 7.15pm-9.15pm 
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Desription: A youth session for ages 11+. Programme of activities set by young people each term, 
including pool, table tennis, sports and art and craft activities. 
Contact: Amanda Silvester 01954 286011
Currently closed to the end of term 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Running at Bassingbourn Village College & Comberton Village College, Bronze and Silver awards 
available these will start in September at Melbourn Village College. 
Please phone Diana Cook 01223 264721 for details, times, venues and more info 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES PROJECT 
Location : Comberton Village College/ Bassingbourn Village College and Melbourn Village College 
Time: Various times within the school week 
Description : A project aimed at targeted young males and females where they plan the programme 
to include a range sports, arts and crafts, careers advice and outdoor adventure activities aimed at 
increasing self confidence and supporting decision making. For ages 13-16. 
Contact : Michelle Link 07833481527/ Pat Piggott 01763 246136 

CAMBOURNE YOUNG PARENT GROUP
Location: Cambourne Soul, Back Lane, Cambourne 
Time: Monday 12.00 – 2.00 pm 
Description: A group for young parents up to the age of 23 from Cambourne and surrounding areas.  
Chance to meet other parents and children, and learn through play and cooking health foods as well 
as the opportunity to link in with Connexions, Health Visitors etc.  Use of computers if needed. 
Contact: Diana Cook 01223 264721 

Summer holiday Activities 

Mondays  26 July - 23 August - Gamlingay Rec, 6-8pm, various activities BBQ, Team games, 
Information and advice. 

Tuesdays  - Melbourn and Cambourne, 
27 July - Melbourn 3-5, Cambourne 5.30 - 7.30pm - BBQ and Outdoor sports 
3 August - Cambourne 3-5PM, Melbourn 5.30 - 7.30pm - Picnic 
10 August – Melbourn 3-5pm, Cambourne 5.30 - 7.30pm - Rounders/ Team sports. 
17 August – Cambourne 3-5pm, Melbourn 5.30 - 7.30pm - Arts and Crafts 
24 August – Cambourne 3-5pm, Melbourn 5.30 - 7.30pm - Treasure Hunt. 

Wednesdays  - Trip Day, Open to all locality Clubs. 
28 July - Bassingbourn snowsports 
4 August - Gauntlet Motor Project, one of 3 visits planned for the summer. 
18 August - Go karting - Caxton. 
25 August - Whipsnade Zoo. 

Every Thursday  -
Hardwick Rec - 1-3pm, 
Shepreth Rec, 3.30 - 5.30pm, 
Bassingbourn Rec / Youth Centre - 6-7.30pm 
Various activities BBQ, Team games, Information and advice. 
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Connections Bus Project is also visiting our locality over the summer in the following places. 
26 July -Coton Rec , 4-6pm, 
27 July - Cadecote Rec 7-9pm 
3 August - Caldecote Rec 7-9pm 
9 August- Coton Rec, 4-6pm 
10 August - Bourn Primary School, 4-6pm / Caldecote Rec 7-9pm. 
16 August - Hardwick Rec 4-6pm / Caldecote Rec 7-9pm. 
23 August - Hardwick Rec 4-6pm 
24 August - Bourn Primary School 4-6pm / Caldecote Rec 7-9pm. 

Coming Soon 

Connexions 

There will be a post exam / college/ course applying information session on Wednesday 25 August at 
Cambourne Library in the afternoon 1-4pm being run by the Locality Connexions Advisers Sian Nixon 
and Sharon Wattley.
There is also an open drop-in available Monday - Friday 1.30-4.00 in the Central Library in Cambridge 
Grand Arcade. 

Coming in September: Anti Bullying Champion Confere nce  

Bullying is an issue that affects us all. It can take place at school, in the 
community, in the family and in the workplace.  Although we would 
unanimously condemn bullying and would want to help resolve the conflicts 
it can generate, knowing what to do to help is not always clear. 

The Locality Anti Bullying Champion hopes to raise awareness of bullying 
and to promote proactive and supportive approaches to victims of bullying 
as well as the perpetrators. 

On 10 September we plan to hold a mini conference for professionals 
working with young people and their families to explore a number of 
bullying related issues and to explore professional practice when dealing 
with bullying. 

The day hopes to be informative and experiential without being heavy or depressing. 
Among our hoped for outcomes is a clarification of the role of the Bassingbourn, Melbourn, 
Comberton and Gamlingay Anti Bullying Champion.  We hope to generate discussion that contributes 
to positive practice and to establish some targets for anti bullying work in the year ahead. 

We also hope it will be a productive event which will give those attending an opportunity to pool ideas 
and celebrate successful practice. 

Invitations have been sent to practitioners and others in the locality area and feedback – which will go 
on to shape our practice when working with children, families and other professionals -  will be 
reported on in the Autumn newsletter.

If you are interested in more details please contact Dave Watts, Anti Bullying Champion for the 
Bassingbourn, Melbourn, Comberton and Gamlingay Locality on dave.watts@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Parenting Programmes 

... because children don't come with instructions

... and sometimes you might need a little help 

From September there will be a timetable of parenting programmes offered around the locality 
featuring some of the following free programmes: 

1-2-3 Magic  - A short course which will help to address the sometimes difficult task of child discipline 
by using humour, keen insight and proven experience. 1-2-3 Magic helps you to implement a positive 
parenting style in 1-2-3 easy steps. 

Raising Children Parenting Programme  - A 10 week course for parents which covers parenting 
styles identifying children's needs, understanding challenging behaviours and more.

Strengthening Families Strengthening Communities  - A 13 week course giving an opportunity to 
share ideas, strategies, tips, learn about your parenting style and why your child behaves the way 
he/she does.
(We hope to offer a crèche alongside these courses) 

The specific dates and venues will be advertised shortly or you can find more details by calling 01954 
286012, looking at http://www.cambridgeshire.net/organisation/cambridgeshire-children-and-young-
peoples-services/11594/course.aspx or talking to your local Children's Centre or Parent Support 
Adviser.

If you would like to contribute to the next edition, please email:
karen.stephenson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

If you would like a hard copy of this newsletter or  an alternative format – large print, Braille or 
another language please contact Dawn Rogers on dawn.rogers@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  or 
01223 699220. 
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